
Extra Credit Opportunity: Police Ride-Along 

What?  An opportunity to ride “shotgun” with a police officer. No, you don’t get a shotgun. This 

may be for half-shift or full-shift depending on the precinct, your needs, and the schedule of 

officers.  

 Do not sign up for a police ride-along if you are wanted by the authorities (they will keep you) 

 Understand that when you are on this ride-along, you represent your university, your instructor, 

your community, and yourself! Behave accordingly 

How do I sign up?  

 Look at the release form that you will be required to fill out and submit.  Read ALL of it. 

Understand what you will be signing. The form is here: 
http://www.columbuspolice.org/FormsPublications/U-10.119%20Citizen%20Ride-Along%20Form.pdf  

 Print that form out and complete it neatly. 

 Consider which date(s) and shifts you are available and be prepared to tell them when calling. 

Shifts vary a bit by precinct, but there are three. Yes, you can do an overnight ride-along. 

Understand that you will be arriving shortly before the shift begins for roll call – It is an 

interesting part of the process. 

 Consider the part of town you are interested in – if you have a preference.  If you aren’t certain 

of the precinct boundaries,  there’s a map of all of them online here: 
http://www.columbuspolice.org/CommunityLiaisonMaps/CityMapnew.htm  

 Call 614-645-4580 and ask to speak to the Patrol Administrative Sergeant. Identify yourself as 

an OSU college student and tell him/her that you would like to take part in the Citizen Ride-

Along program.  

Follow any and all directions given to you from that point out. 

 Do NOT stand up your police “date” (seriously... don’t DO IT) 

 Make sure to bring everything you need (your ID as required, forms, etc) 

 Read the reflection prompts for your extra credit before the ridealong 

 If you wish to take notes while on the ride-along, ASK beforehand.  

 Never take photos on a ride-along 

 When talking about your experience, be prepared to change individuals’ names (to protect 

identities) 

 Don’t assume anything – ask 

 Following your ride-along, please take the time to write a quick thank you to your officer and/or 

his precinct – nothing fancy... just a thank you for allowing you to do the ride along. This can be 

typed, it can be hand written, it can be a postcard.  If they provide a business card with an email 

address, you may send it that way. This is not part of the assignment... it’s just good practice. 

http://www.columbuspolice.org/FormsPublications/U-10.119%20Citizen%20Ride-Along%20Form.pdf
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