
SPEAKER PACKET FOR HDFS 5440 when meeting in TOWNSHEND HALL 247 

Thank you for your willingness to present in my Human Sexuality in Context class this semester. In this 

class, students are pushed to consider what they believe about the human sexual experience and why 

they believe it.  

While this is a college classroom, and I take my job very seriously, this is not a FORMAL environment nor 

does your visit need to be structured in that way. Please see the information below and follow-up with 

any questions or concerns. 

MY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Anita Parker 
Cell: my cell phone will be provided to those attending as speakers but is not included here as this is 
posted ONLINE where anyone can access it. 
Blog: www.anitaparker.org 
Email (prefer text): parker.552@osu.edu 

WHAT I CAN PROVIDE 
 Water of the bottle variety will be provided but that’s about it... smile (I kid you not, I have no 

budget for this and I appreciate those who are willing and able to help me broaden my students’ 

horizons in this way) 

 Parking Voucher for the day of your visit so you do not need to pay to park in the garages 

 Blog Exposure – Please provide me with a bio and photo (if you desire) and I will write up a post 

for the blog. Be aware this is a public blog. Many speakers opt to use pseudonyms and no photo 

and that’s fine! 

 A line on your resume or CV. Please consider adding “Invited Lecturer” or “Guest Speaker” to 

your resume. I can provide you with any specific information you need in that respect.  

 Please let me know if you have any special needs or accommodations for your visit. I will do my 

best to take care of those things for you and if I cannot? I will let you know. 

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF YOU 
 To be present (smile) 

 To briefly introduce yourself (or provide me with an introduction to read for you if you prefer) 

 To speak to students for a few minutes about your life – specific to the topic you’ve been asked 

to address. (Some speakers talk for just 5 or 10 minutes before opening to questions, while 

others have prepared talks that take a solid 30 minutes). Suggestions for that brief talk: 

o Who are you? What do you want us to know about you? 

o What is it that you do (related to the topic)? 

o Have you encountered any prejudices or adverse life experiences as a result of the way 

you live your life? 

 Answer questions. This is the most valuable part of the class for many students. They’ve read 

things, they’ve hear things, and now they get to ask real people about these experiences.  

 You are NOT expected to answer any questions that you find too personal or offensive. I expect 

that you will respect your own boundaries and respectfully decline to answer those questions, 

http://www.anitaparker.org/
mailto:parker.552@osu.edu


but you should not be surprised (given the course material) if you get specific and/or personal 

questions. Students are respectful though. 

AGENDA 
 The instructor plays music before the start of class (as students enter and get situated).  

 After introducing the class and making announcements, the class will be turned over to the 

speaker/panel 

 The speaker(s) will spend the first 5-30 minutes (depending on number of speakers) telling their 

story and sharing their experiences 

 It is common for the instructor to make notes on whiteboard/chalkboard as panelists speak – 

keywords students may not understand, terminology for later discussion, etc. Don’t be alarmed 

by this. 

 We open the floor to questions from students after the initial talk and let the students direct it 

from there  

 Depending on student questions, we may go in many directions. This is an organic presentation. 

If someone asks a question that you consider too personal? Feel free to say you’d prefer not to 

answer. They’ll respect that.  

 As the end of our time together approaches, the instructor will alert the speaker/panel and 

classroom that there is time for one or two more questions. 

COURSE and CLASS COMPOSITION  

Course 
 HDFS 5440 – Human Sexuality in Context 

 This course is an upper-level (writing level three) course 

 Its focus is on helping students explore their own thoughts and feelings related to non-

normative and normative sexual practices while gaining an appreciation for the diversity of 

sexual experiences in the world around them.  Many of these students will go into “helping” 

professions and our goal is to prepare them for clients’ life experiences as well as their own. 

Culture 
 No sex acts (real or simulated) take place in this classroom and nudity is not permitted.  

 All students are of legal age of consent and adult concepts and language are acceptable.  

 You will likely not offend any students and if you do? It is part of my job -and the goal of this 

course- to help them understand their reaction and process it. 

 Caveat: Please be aware of things that could trigger students. If you plan on discussing any 

topics that could be triggering (like rape, molestation, domestic violence) please give students a 

quick heads-up so they can be prepared or leave if they choose. They are adults but they are 

human. 

Audience Composition 
 The class you will be visiting is comprised of primarily undergraduates. From time-to-time, 

graduate students and/or other faculty or staff may be in attendance 

 You can expect 50-70 students in attendance 



 You will likely find the class to be disproportionately white, female (and college age – with very 

few older students) 

LOCATION 
Your visit will take place on The Ohio State University’s Main Campus. 

Building 
 Townshend Hall is Located directly behind the main (Thompson Library). 

 Street Address of Townshend Hall: 1885 Neil Ave Mall, Columbus, OH 43210 

 Building’s Webpage: http://www.osu.edu/map/building.php?building=087 

Classroom 
 Room 247 is located on the second floor if you come from the front of the building. 

 You can also come in from the back (basement) of building 

 Either entry will provide you with access to elevators. The back entry has NO stairs required if 

that is a concern. 

 Drinking fountains and public restrooms are located down the hall from the classroom. 

 If you’d like a virtual tour of the room (to see how it is arranged) you can find that here: 

http://streaming.osu.edu/classroom/to/247/build/index.html 

 

Parking 
While the Neil Avenue Garage is closest, it is a faculty garage. You should park at the TUTTLE GARAGE 

and walk to Townshend Hall 

http://www.osu.edu/map/building.php?building=088  

2050 Tuttle Park Pl, Columbus, OH 43210 
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